FOREORDINATION EXPLICITLY 
STATED IN SCRIPTURE 


sahons thou. didst anoint, both Herod and Pontus Pilate, with 
the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, were gathered together, to 
do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel foreordained to come 
to pass. 


Eph. 1:5: Having foreordained us unto adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ unto Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will. 


| 
| 
Acts 4:27, 28: For of a truth in this city agamst thy holy servant Jesus, 


Eph. 1:11: In whom also we were made a heritage, having been fore- 
ordained according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of His will. 

| 


Rom. 8:29, 30: For whom He foreknew, He also foreordained to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first- 
born among many brethren: and whom He foreordaimed, them 
He also called: and whom He called, them he also justified: and 
whom He justified, them He also glorified. H 


I Cor. 2:7: But we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, even the wisdom 
that hath been hidden, which God foreordained before the worlds a 
unto our glory. 
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Thoughts and Imaginations 


In the rightful emphasis on consistent 
Christian living there is an area often forgotten 
or ignored — the area of our thoughts; the 
imaginations of our hearts. A sober analysis 
of the things within our minds, the thoughts 
which only too often we cherish and dwell 
upon, will convince each of us how sinful they 
are. 


A study of the Scriptures will reveal that 
much is said about this. Isaiah proclaims: “Let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts.” In Proverbs we read: “The 
thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to 
the Lord.” In another place Isaiah says: 
“Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity.” 
Jeremiah warns of the judgment which comes 
from evil thoughts. | 


Our Lord is very specific on this subject: 
“For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemies: these are the things which 
defile a man:”’. 


The Bible is as an x-ray, looking into our 
hearts and showing us the evil they contain. 
In Hebrews we are told that the Scriptures are, 
vs . a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart.” As early as Genesis 6:5 we read: 
“And God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 


continually,” but in 1958 the heart of unregen- 


erate man is no better. Paul, writing to the 
Roman Christians, describes evil men of every 


generation: “Because that, when they knew God, 


they glorified him not as God, neither were 
thankful: but became vain in their imagina- 
tions, and their foolish heart was darkened.” 


Probably in no area of life do Christians sin 
as much as in the thoughts we cherish. Un- 
known to those around us we forget that they 
are known to God, and they are not only an 
offense to Him but are also the object of 
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His judgment. The Psalmist writes: “The Lord 


-knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are 


vanity,’ while David, a man after God’s own 
heart, prays fervently: “Search me, O God, and 
know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 
and see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting.” 


Our prayer today should be: “Let the words 
of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, 
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, 


‘and my redeemer. ‘The Apostle Paul, writing 


to the Corinthian Christians, speaks of the 
“strong holds” that must be captured and 
pulled down if we are to be the kind of Chris- 
tians God wants us to be: “Casting down tmag- 
inations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bring- 
ing into captivity every thought to the obedi- 


of Christ.” 


_ This is a plea for heart-searching, for a con- 
fession of the sin of which we all are so fre- 
quently guilty and which is so rarely realized. 
That it is a grave offense to God the Bible 
makes abundantly plain. That it is easy for 


us to gloss over because there is no outward © 


act makes it all the more subtle and dangerous. 
With David of old we all need to pray: 


“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 


are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 


things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things.” 

—L.N.B. 


Am I Ready? 


The most important question for any indi- 
vidual has to do with readiness for death and 


eternity. We recently sat in a crowded church 


during a funeral. Many present were close 
friends. About some of them there was the 
serious question — were they ready for this 
inevitable future? 
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Why is it that there is so little reference to 
death, its inevitability and its finality, so far 
as this world is concerned? There seems to be 
almost a conspiracy of silence, but in that 
silence there lurks tragedy. 


Some may say that talk about death is too 
morbid. We do not think it morbid to warn 
against accidents; to take measures against epi- 
demics; to take out life insurance; to take the 
precautions necessary for safety and health. 
True, all of these are designed to protect and 
preserve life. But standing in the shadows 
is the inexorable fact that some day we shall 
die. 


To some the thought of death involves an 
emotional reaction they would evade. But eva- 


sion of a fact is the most childish thing one 


can do. 


Or, because there is so much of interest in 
the world; so many things to do, places to go 


and experiences to be shared in, one may say | 


that either thought or talk about death is un- 
warranted. Where the inevitable is concerned 
its consideration is always warranted. 


But some think that talk about death is 
unwise because it warps our outlook on this 
life. The simple fact is that no man is pre- 
pared to live this life aright until he is pre- 
pared to die, and no one is prepared to die 
until he knows in his heart that Christ has 
died for his sins and has accepted that which 
He has done. 


The Christian is the only person in this 
world who has a right to be happy. He is 
the only person who should smile. He has 
life now and he has it for all eternity. 


The Bible makes repeated references to death. 
It makes it plain that death is but a transition, 
either into the glorious and eternal presence 
of God or into an eternal separation from Him. 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a many-faceted 
marvel of God’s love and one of its greatest 
truths is that Christ came into the world to 
save sinners, and to be “saved’”’ means eternal 
life with Him. 


The Church owes it to all who enter her 
doors that they shall hear plainly the way of 


life. Only in Christ is the sting of death re- 


moved, for sin and death are the arch enemies 
of mankind and our Lord has triumphed over 
both. 


A Christian funeral should bear joyous wit- 
ness to the hope we have in Christ. 


But only Christians can have Christian 


funerals. 
—L.N.B. 


God’s Laws 


This depression has demonstrated clearly that 
while man has unquestionably made great 
progress in his understanding of the laws of 
mechanics—i.e., the relation of things to each 
other, he is still woefully lacking in his working 
knowledge of the laws of ethics—i.e., the rela- 
tion of people to each other. For instance, man 
has made the 800 odd parts of an automobile 
work together in perfect harmony, but where 
on earth are the 800 people who have learne 
to do as much. | 


There is a reason for this. God made man 
master of the “things” of this earth. Also for 
nearly 4,000 years He tried men under a set 
of God-given laws which were intended to 
govern men’s relation with each other. The 
fact that they did not work was, of course, due 
to the presence of the devil on the earth. 


Then about 2,000 years ago Christ came down 
to earth and added to the old laws of human 
relations some new precepts—The Golden Rule 


-— ‘Love Thine Enemies,” “The Greatest Man 


Is the Best Servant,” etc. 


But man in his vanity, attempts to supersede 
Christ’s plain instructions with man’s bungling, 
superficial, unstudied laws, theories, panaceas 
and formulae. 


Isn’t it queer? If men would follow God's 
precepts ALL our problems would immediately 


| be solved. 


But if men won’t do it, dear reader, then 


- you do it personally. Salvation, after all, is 


personal, not general. Your own action makes 
it 100 per cent as far as your life is concerned. 


“Prove Me Now” says the Lord. 
—R.LeC. 
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Reinforcements for 
Robert Moffatt from 
Rocky River — 1834. 


Robert Moffatt of the London Missionary 
Society moved into the interior of South Africa 
in 1820 with his wife Mary Smith. Twenty 
years later he was joined there by David Liv- 
ingston. But six years before Livingston ar- 
rived, three Southern Presbyterian couples set 
out to re-inforce Moffatt at Kuruman and move 
beyond him to work ameng the Matabele at 
Mosega. Before Livingstone ever set foot on 
African soil, at least two Southern Presbyterian 
babies had seen the light of day in the interior 
of South Africa and one Southern Presbyterian 
mother had given her life for the Christian- 
ization of the Dark Continent. Mary Jane 
Smithey Wilson of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Richmond is credited with being 
the first white woman to give her life for 
the Transvaal — accordingly her grave is ten- 
derly cared for by the American women of 
the Martha Washington Club of Johannesburg. 


But let us return to the grand old church 
of Rocky River, Concord Presbytery, N. C. 
Dr. Makemie Wilson had completed a long 
and useful career as its Pastor. The young 
theological graduate from Union was terrified 
at the thought of trying to fill the great min- 
ister’s pulpit. But after some months as supply 
he received a unanimous call and was used of 
God for the hopeful conversion of some two 
hundred and fifty people, the organization of 
the Sunday School and of a Temperance So- 


ciety. As he preached on missions God laid — 
the Great Commission on his own soul and | 


on that of a fine young medical doctor in the 
congregation, Alexander Erwin Wilson, son of 
the late pastor. This doctor went to Union 
Seminary to prepare for mission service. Both 
men found wives in Richmond, Lucy Allen 
and Mary Jane Smithey. With these were also 
associated Rev. and Mrs. Henry Isaac Venable 
of Kentucky. He was of Centre College, of 


Princeton and of Union and of Hanover Pres- 


bytery. 

In those days Dr. John Holt Rice was teach- 
ing the love of the Redeemer that sent men 
to the utmost parts of the earth with a sound 
theology. Turretin’s classical Calvinism gave 
Lindley such a clear grip on the Reformed 
Faith that he refused the calls of his father and 
other members of the family to come into the 
Cumberland Church and stood by his Concord 
Presbytery. Near the end of his life, there is 
a gracious letter from him to my first pastor, 
Dr. R. Z. Johnston of Lincolnton, then stated 
clerk of the Presbytery. 


Learning the language, and maneuvering the 
long lines of oxen for the thousand mile trek 
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inland, building adobe houses, dealing with the 
difficult King of the Matabele, Mzilikazi, teach. 
ing the natives about the Saviour occupied their 
time in Mosega. There they lived in their 
wagons until it got so cold that they were forced 
to move into the new houses before the mud 
had completely dried, and soon all were down 
with fever. From this most of the company 
recuperated. But while the men were away 
the Matabele compelled Mrs. Wilson to witness 
their torturing of a captured Bushman. The 
horrors of that experience were too much for 
the body weakened with fever, she slipped away 
in September 1836 after testifying, “I find Jesus 
to be an all-sufficient Saviour.” “Tell my 
mother, sister and friends that I have never 
regretted coming to Africa.” | 


War between the Boers and the Matabele 
made the work of the mission at Mosega im- 
possible and the other members of the party 
made the 1300 mile trek around the lofty Dra- 
kenberg mountains to Grahamstown and thence 
north to Natal to join another group of 
ABCFM missionaries working there for the 
Zulus. Lindley did a magnificent work with the 
natives and in helping the Dutch Reformed 
Church in its earliest days in South Africa. 
Dr. Wilson after a period in Natal brought 
his baby back to America. 


In 1839 he returned to Africa, this time join- 
ing J. Leighton Wilson at Cape Palmas. There 
he himself died, after having shared as doctor 
and minister in the opening of the three mis- 
sions of the ABCFM for Africa: Mosega, Natal 
and Cape Palmas. 7 


Leighton Wilson’s account of the death of 
Dr. Alexander Erwin Wilson follows: — 


“It was truly profitable to attend the death ~ 
bed of one who was so eminently prepared 
for this great and solemn change. His 
mind was unusually clear and his spirit 
tranquil and composed. He seemed to meet 
death as a familiar friend, and looked for 
it as the gate of endless joy. His mind, for 
months before he was attacked with his 
last illness, seemed to have been prepared © 
by the Spirit of God in a remarkable man- 
ner for this great change . . . His practice 
was to commit to memory one or more 
verses from the portion of Scripture which 
we daily read . . . He said he did not then, 
nor had he ever for one moment regretted 
his coming to this part of Africa. He suf- 
fered much with thirst, and said, ‘How 
happy are they who quench their thirst 
at the fountain of living waters.’ He sent 
to the native town for three or four young 
men, and calling them by name, said: ‘I 
am about to die; I am going to Jesus Christ. 
I beg you never to forget those things 
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_ which I have taught you, but to attend to 
the salvation of your souls.’ After they 
left he soliloquized, ‘Well the Lord is about 
to take down this tabernacle, but blessed 


be God, we have a building of God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” 


—W.C.R. 


Rev. Paul Wolfe, D.D. 


Reaffirming The Reformation 


Pastor, Brick Presbyterian Church, New York 


Our real concern is not with the Roman 
Church, but with the Churches of the Revo- 
lution. They do not officially deny the right 
of private judgment, but in practice they are 
approaching the Roman position and affirming 
that the Church has authority over social and 
political problems. 


Where once they stood for liberty of con- 
science, these Free Churches today are stressing 
“group thinking” and “collective mind”. Pro- 
nouncements and resolutions on social and po- 
litical problems, purporting to represent the 
“group mind” of the Church, are used to compel 
the individual Christian to conform. Some- 
times we are told that these pronouncements 
carry “authority” to compel the individual 
Christian to conform. 7 


Church Pronouncements 


The. pronouncements are on all manner of 
subjects. Is it foreign affairs? The government 
of the United States is told how to conduct its 
diplomacy. Christians are told what they should 
think about the United Nations. Is it domestic 
politics? ‘The individual Church member is told 
whether he can approve Federal oppropriations 
for education or Federal appropriations for 
housing; he is told what should be his attitude 
toward public schools and private schools. A 
short time ago one of our Church bodies had 
before it a resolution to tell the President of the 
United States when he should speak and what 
he should say in his speech. There is hardly 
a meeting of a Church body in which some 
representative of an “action committee’”’ does 
not bring in a resolution and ask that “the 
prophetic voice of the Church be heard on 
(whatever he considers) the social and political 
crisis of this hour’. The Free Christian Churches 
in the name of group action are asserting au- 


thority over almost everything except religion. © 


Not Voice of the Church 


These pronouncements are not the voice of 
the Church. If they were the voice of the 
Church, they would have to be debated in every 
session, in every Board of Deacons, in every con- 
gregation, debated back and forth until they 
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actually expressed the judgment of the respon- 
sible courts of the Church. This, however, is 
not what happens. The pronouncements repre- 
sent the political maneuvering of a hard core 
of committee-entrenched individuals who use a 
majority vote of a council to promote their social 
prejudices. ‘These persons work at this task 
year in and year out. Some of them are part 
of the paid secretariat of the Church. Delegates 
and Commissioners to Church bodies rotate, 
but these permanent office holders are there year 
after year writing their “prophetic” resolutions. 


Not Prophetic Action 


Such action is not prophetic action. Proph- 
ecy does not count noses or operate through 
majority votes. The prophets of the Old Testa- 
ment were lonely men. Amos, the Prophet of 
social justice asked that he be not called a 


prophet. He did not want his name associated 


with the schools of mass prophecy. The same 
was true of Jeremiah. The men who were 
defeating righteousness were the organized 
prophets who set their truth in place of God’s 
Truth. The true Prophet said—I stand here 
alone and I speak alone because God com- 
manded me to speak. 


But the final critic of these pronouncements 
is Church law. The words of our Confession 
in regard to Synods and Councils are: “All 
synods or councils since the Apostles’ times .. . 
may err and many have erred, therefore they 
are not to be made the rule of faith or practice.” 
“Synods and councils are to handle or conclude 
nothing but that which is ecclesiastical: and are 


not to intermeddle with civil affairs which con- 


cern the commonwealth.” 


One can understand the Pope of Rome claim- 
ing authority over social and political problems; 
he does not believe in the right of private judg- 
ment. What is tragic is to have the churches 
that do believe in religious liberty attempting 
to play Pope to their own people. 


Right of Private Judgment 


We should remember that the law of our 
Free Churches still protects the right of private 
judgment. Our councils and assemblies, being 
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made up of all kinds of men with varying ca- 
pacities for judgment, probably will continue to 
be the victims of political pressures. You should 
know, however, that these pronouncements 
carry no authority and you are not obligated 
to obey them. 


Finally may I remind you that the right of 
of private judgment is a solemn responsibility 
exercised under God. 


Frequently our Roman brethren speak as 
though the Reformation stood for religious lais- 
sez faire, meaning religious anarchy. They as- 
sume that the right of private judgment means 
that one may think what he wishes and worship 
as he pleases. 


To assert this is to indicate complete ignor- 
ance of the teaching of the Reformers. In his 
statement on the freedom of the Christian man, 
Luther pointed out that the individual Chris- 
tian is at one and the same time the most free 
and the most bound of all men; he is free from 
the authority of men, but he is bound by the 
revelation of the Bible and the truth of God's 
Word. He is bound by the voice of God cel 
ing to his own conscience. 


The Christian Is Free 


Our Confession of Faith teaches a_ similar 
doctrine: “God alone is Lord of the conscience, 
and hath left it free from the doctrines and 
commandments of men which are in anything 
contrary to His Word.” The Christian is free. 
He does not stand in intellectual or moral bond- 
age to any man, to any council, Presbytery, 
hierarchy or priesthood. Nevertheless, the Scrip- 
tures are to be studied and the will of God 
obeyed. The Christian stands responsible be- 
fore the most august court of all, the court of 
the Living God. “He is constantly referred be- 
vond the Church to the Lord of the Church 
and summoned as a free man, to make his 
solemn answer to the rightful Lord of his life.” 
When Martin Luther set the Western world free 
from the commandments of men he bound it 
to the Law of God. 


There is a scene in Luther's life which no 
liberty loving Christian should ever forget. A 
lone man, isolated and seemingly forsaken, 
stood before the Emperor of the Holy Roman 
Empire and representatives of the Roman 
Church. On a table before them were the man’s 
writings. Had he written them? He had. The 
writings had been condemned by the Roman 
Church: Did he still believe what he had writ- 
ten? He did. He knew the penalty for heresy? 
He did. Would he retract and recant? The 
man paused before he answered and then spoke 
in measured words, “I cannot submit my faith 
either to the Pope or to the councils because 
they have frequently erred and contradicted 
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each other. Unless I am convinced by the testi- 
mony or by clear reasoning since my conscience 
is thus bound by the Word of God, I cannot 
and will not retract for it is unsafe and injuri- 
ous to act against one’s conscience. Here | 
stand: I can do no other. May God help me. 
Amen!” 


Sturdy Independence 


“Amen” and “Amen” and yet again, “Amen”. 
And let all of the Church courts, councils, pres- 
byteries and assemblies of our Free Churches 
re-echo that Amen. In such sturdy independence 
is the foundation of political and religious lib- 
erty. To attempt to substitute for such inde- 
pendence the servile group mind and the stand- 
ardized social thinking of our time is, in the 
words of the late General Smuts of South Africa, 
“the greatest human menace” to religious, and 
all other liberties. May this sermon assist some 
of you to achieve such sturdy independence 
under God and to stand fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free. 


—Excerpts from Sermon Preached October 


27, 1957. 
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Manasseh’s Prayer 
| Prepared by 


_ MRS. MOLLY JONES MONROE 


‘“Manasseh’s Prayer’, sometimes written “The 
Prayer of Manasses”, the Greek form of the word 
Manasseh, is that portion of some editions of the 
“Apocrypha” sandwiched in between “Bel and the 
Dragon” and “I Maccabees”’. 


At the outset, all Christians deat share both 
the Apostle Paul’s belief when he said in II Timothy 
3:16 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God”’ 
and also the belief of the early fathers of our 
church when they said in the “Confession of Faith”, 


“The Old Testament in Hebrew and the New 


Testament in Greek being immediately inspired by 
God, and by His singular care and providence kept 
pure in all ages are therefore authentical.”’ ‘True 
Christians believe that the Bible, from Genesis 1 
through Revelation 22 is the inspired Word of 
God and further, that the same Holy Spirit that 
inspired all these various men to write down God’s 
message to us, is able and has been able through 
the ages to keep God’s Holy Word all together in 
one Bible for us, for “‘With God all things are 
possible.” Therefore, the books of the “Apocrypha”, 
along with the writings of Josephus and some of 
the New Testament apocryphal books should hold 
little interest for Christians, other than casual his- 
torical reading material of that day and time. 


A study of Manasseh’s Prayer should begin in 
God’s Word to get something of the background 
of this man, Manasseh, who, most authorities agree 
was the most wicked king that Judah ever had. 
He also ruled Judah longer than any other king of 
Judah ruled—55 years. 


Beginning with the 29th chapter of the Book 
of II Chronicles and the 18th chapter of II Kings, 
we read that Manasseh’s father, Hezekiah ascended 
the throne of Judah when he was 25 years old, 
about the year 726 B.C. 


Hosea, the last king of Israel, was ruling in 
Israel. This was just a few years before the north- 
ern kingdom of Israel was carried into captivity 
by the Assyrians. 


Hezekiah was the son of the wicked “ Ahaz, 
but the Bible tells us that his mother was Abi or 
Abijah (longer form of the name), the daughter 
of Zechariah. Many authorities believe that this 
Zechariah was the prophet and that Abijah was 
his godly daughter. 


It is felt that if a child has to have only one 
godly parent, it is far more important for the 


mother to be a devout believer. At any rate, 


Hezekiah seemed to follow after the religion of 
his mother. To review a little further, when 
Hezekiah came to the throne of Judah, the nation 
as a nation had forsaken Jehovah, and abandoned 
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His worship. The nation was weakened by spiri- 
tual illness and enfeebled by moral corruption to 
a stage approaching disintegration. Hezekiah re- 
opened the sanctuary and had the priests and 
Levites purify themselves. He reinstated, purified 
and revitalized formal worship of Jehovah accord- 
ing to the authoritative forms. He sought a revival 
of true worship and cleansed the land of the shrines 
and images of false gods. For fourteen years he 


built up a reserve of spiritual and moral strength 


against the hour of need. 


Hezekiah did not stop with purifying and vitaliz- 


ing the Jewish religion. He developed material 


power by such improvements as a water system 
that gave Jerusalem a sure and ample supply; he 
stored up food, ammunition, and other supplies, and 
he strengthened the fortifications of Jerusalem. 


One of the most spectacular things that took 
place during Hezekiah’s reign was the siege of 
Judah by the powerful, victorious Sennacherib. In 


Chapter 32 of II Chronicles, verse 1 we read, 


“After these things and these acts of faithfulness 
(on the part of Hezekiah), Sennacherib, King of 
Assyria came and invaded Judah... .” We have 
seen how faithful Hezekiah had been to the Lord 
and how he had led the people in true religious 
revival. Now, after he had been so faithful to 
Jehovah, Sennecharib took his cities and advanced 
toward Jerusalem. This is an interesting turn of 


events. Up to this time, in the time of the Judges 


and in the period of the Kings, the men of God 
have proclaimed that enemies have come upon the 
Jewish people and their leaders because they forgot 


the Lord and sinned against Him. But now, the 


most powerful enemy of all was advancing against 
a faithful king who had led his people in real 


revival and religious reform. 


It is human nature to feel that faithful service 
should be followed by peaceful reward. However, 
God does not always work that way. Sometimes 
the enemy does come and destroys us because we 


are weak due to sin and unfaithfulness. But at 


other times real revival and faithfulness to the 
Lord only strengthens us so that when the enemy 
comes we shall be strong in the Lord and overcome 
in the power of His might. We should never 
judge God’s love and care by our ease and comfort. 
We know that the enemy and trials come to every- 
one, and only as we are strong in the Lord will we 


be able to stand and withstand. In Hebrews 12:6-7 


we read, “For whom the Lord loveth he chasten- 
eth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as 
with sons: for what son is he whom the father chas- 
teneth not?” 
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Often the Christian who sutters the most is the 
most patient. Jesus, who suffered more than all, 
was the most patient of all. 


At first, when Sennacherib took the fortified 
cities, Hezekiah weakened and sent him tribute or 
bribe money to keep him from coming to Jerusalem, 
but when Hezekiah realized that Sennacherib was 
coming on relentlessly to try to take Jerusalem, 
he didn’t sit down and whimper and cry to the 
Lord about how faithful he had been to Him. 
No, first of all, the scripture tells us he got busy. 
He did all he and the people of Judah could do. 
He dammed up the water supply so the Assyrian 
soldiers would have a scarcity of water, he had 
water piped underground into Jerusalem so they 
would have an ample supply, even in a long siege. 
He strengthened the wall and his fortresses; he 
even had shields and darts made for the common 
men, not in the army, so they could man the wall. 


God blessed Hezekiah when he did all he could 
do first, and then Hezekiah asked the Lord to do 
what he couldn’t do. God expects us to do all 
that we can and not to be lazy Christians. Because 
Hezekiah and his people had been faithful to the 
Lord, Hezekiah gathered his men together and said 
to them, “‘Be strong and of good courage. Do not 
’ be afraid or dismayed before the king of Assyria 
and all the horde that is with him; for there is 
one greater with us. With him is an arm of flesh 
but with us is the Lord our God to help us, and 
to fight our battles. And the people rested them- 
selves in the words of Hezekiah, king of Judah.”’ 
That is a thrilling, magnificent confession of faith 
on the part of King Hezekiah. It would be won- 
derful if we had more leaders like that today. The 


world can only be conquered militarily when it is — 


converted spiritually. “Then, enemies become 
friends. 


After Hezekiah had done all he and the people 
could do, he sought Isaiah the prophet of God and 
besought him to lift up a prayer to God for the 
remnant that was left. God always takes care of 
His own people. He subsequently annihilated Sen- 
nacherib’s army—185,000 men—and Sennacherib, 


in shame and humiliation, crawled back, so to speak, — 


to Assyria, to be murdered by his own sons in his 
heathen temple. 


So much detail about Hezekiah has been given 
here to emphasize how God-fearing Hezekiah was 


and in what close communion he lived with His 


Lord. 


Just after Sennacherib was vanquished, the Scrip- 
ture tells us that Hezekiah became sick unto death 
with some deadly infection akin to a boil. 


- Hezekiah prayed earnestly to the Lord that his 
life would be spared, and in answer to Hezekiah’s 
prayer, God did lengthen Hezekiah’s life fifteen 
years, and as a sign to Hezekiah that He would 
lengthen his life fifteen years, God made the 
shadow on the sundial go backwards ten degrees. 
At the end of these fifteen years Hezekiah, God- 
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fearing even as was David, the Scripture says, 
slept with his fathers and his son, Manasseh, then 
twelve years old, born to Hezekiah and his Queen 
Hephzibah during those fifteen years in which 
the Lord lengthened Hezekiah’s life, ascended the 
throne. 


God’s Word doesn’t tell us anything about 
Hephzibah, Manasseh’s mother, but her name. 
Whether she was a godless mother or whether 
Hezekiah was too indulgent with the young prince 
whom he doubtless adored, we don’t know, but 
we do know that Manasseh was one of the most 
wicked kings that ever reigned in Judah. He tried 
to undo all the good that his father had done in 
Judah. We are told that he built up again the 
high places for idol worship which his father 
had destroyed, and reared up altars to Baal. He 
is compared with Ahab, the most idolatrous of the 
kings of Israel, he even built heathen altars in the 
House of the Lord, and we are told that he him- 
self worshipped the sun, moon and stars. He also 
practiced human sacrifice to idols, and caused his 
own son to pass through the fire. Moreover, in 
addition to his own personal idolatrous sins, we 
read that he caused Judah to sin and to do that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord, in fact 
he caused Jerusalem to sin more grossly than the 
heathen. Furthermore, Manasseh refused to hearken 
unto the rebuke of the Lord. 


To punish Manasseh for all his wrongdoings and 
for leading the people astray, God sent the Cap- 
tains of the host of the King of Assyria who took 
Manasseh and bound him with fetters and carried 
him to Babylon in captivity. 


In captivity, Manasseh turned to the Lord in 
abject humility and repentance, God’s Word tells 
us, and history records for us in the ‘‘Apocrypha” 
Manasseh’s beautiful prayer of repentance. One 
remarkable thing about this prayer is the fact that 
Manasseh didn’t try to get to Heaven on his 
“father’s coat-tail”. He didn’t once remind God 
how his father had loved and honored Jehovah, 


but he only claimed God’s everlasting mercy: 


“O Lord, Almighty God of our Fathers, Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob, and of their righteous seed, 
who hast made Heaven and earth, with all the 
ornament thereof; who hast bound the sea by the 
Word of thy commandment; who hast shut up 
the deep, and sealed it by thy terrible and glorious 
name; whom all men fear, and tremble before thy 
power; for the majesty of thy glory cannot be 
borne, and thine angry threatening toward sinners 
is importable: but thy merciful promise is un- 
measurable and unsearchable; for thou art the most 
high Lord, of great compassion, long-suffering, very 
merciful, and repentest of the evils of men. Thou, 
O Lord, according to thy great goodness hast 


promised repentance and forgiveness to them that 


have sinned against thee; and of thine infinite 
mercies hast appointed repentance unto sinners, that 
may be saved. Thou, therefore, O Lord, thou who 
art the God of the just, hast not appointed repentance 
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to the just, as to Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
which have not sinned against thee; but thou hast 
appointed repentance unto me that am a sinner: 
for I have sinned above the number of the sands 
of the sea. My transgressions O Lord, are multi- 
plied: my transgressions are multiplied, and I am 
not worthy to behold and see the height of heaven 
for the multitude of mine iniquities. I am bowed 
down with many iron bands, that I cannot lift 
up my head, neither have any release: for I have 
provoked thy wrath, and done evil before thee; I 
did not thy will, neither kept I thy commandments. 
I have set up abominations and have multiplied of- 
fenses. Now, therefore I bow the knee of my heart, 
beseeching thee of grace. I have sinned, O Lord, 
I have sinned, and I acknowledge mine iniquities, 
wherefore I humbly beseech thee, forgive me, O 
Lord, forgive me and destroy me not with mine 
iniquities. Be not angry with me forever, by re- 
serving evil for me; neither condemn me into the 
lower parts of the earth. For thou art the God, 
even the God of them that repent; and in me thou 
wilt shew all thy goodness: for thou wilt save me, 
that am unworthy according to thy Great mercy. 
Therefore I will praise thee for ever all the days 
of my life; for all the powers of the heavens do 


praise thee and thine is the glory for ever and 


ever. Amen.” 


Scripture tells us that God answered Manasseh’s 
prayer, brought him out of captivity, and restored 
him as King of Judah, and that Manasseh was a 
righteous king all the rest of his days. 


We may not have built heathen altars and sinned 
in the same way or ways that Manasseh did, but 
we are, each one of us sinful at heart, even as was 
Manasseh. We so often worship money, power, 
prestige, popularity, and hosts of other things more 
than we do our Lord. God has waited almost 
2,000 years now for our wicked world to repent 
and accept the Gospel. His watchful care over us 
is manifest in the multiplied blessings he gives us 
every day. It is God who gives us all we need 
and who keeps our world safe on its course. The 
world is not at all thankful to Him, much less 
repentant. 


Let us each one humble ourselves under the 
mighty hand of God, casting all our care upon Him, 
knowing that anchor holds. 


Only as we faithfully study the Word of God 
can we know His Will and only as we receive 
God’s Son presented in His Word can we have 
the power to do His will. In I John 5:18 we see 


that Christ keeps us, we do not keep ourselves. 


It is Christ with the power. It is Christ who keeps 
you and me. When Christ keeps us He helps us 
to overcome trials and temptations. 


Every day or so our newspapers herald to the 
world that we are facing a national crisis. We 
seem to move from one crisis to another. We see, 
looking back over history, that we are not the first 
people ever to face a crisis, and the same God who 
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has watched over many nations in their hours of 
crises is still watching over His own. 


Sennacherib, before he tried his siege of Jerusa- 
lem, sent three ambassadors to try to undermine 
Judah from within, by frightening the common 
people into overthrowing Hezekiah. Today, nations 
try those same tactics. Several have tried to over- 
throw us from within. Oh, how we need a Heze- 
kiah today and a return to the Lord. 


We do have the same God today that Hezekiah 
had, the same God that forgave Manasseh, and He 
is still able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we can ask or think, if we turn to Him in 
repentance, as the Kingdom of Judah did in Heze- 
kiah’s day and as Manasseh did. Our Saviour is a 
living Christ. He lives today. 


LETTERS 


Grundy, Virginia 
May 24, 1958 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville, N. C. 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


The statement concerning the Confession of 
Faith on the cover of the May 21, 1958, issue of 
the Journal is clear enough but it presents only 
one side of the difficulty. 


What to the average layman is so difficult is 
the statement in the Confession of Faith that 
some men and angels are foreordained to ever- 
lasting death. To some the statement is not true 
and cannot be believed, and to others who profess 
to believe the words as used do not mean what 
they plainly purport to say. 


Webster’s dictionary defines foreordination as 
“previous ordination or appointment.” To most 
people this would certainly convey the meaning 
that God purposely created some men and angels 
in order that He might send them to suffer in 
everlasting hell for the manifestation of -His 
own glory. In other words, it is difficult to under- 
stand from the statement in the Confession of 


- Faith how the words as used can mean that some 


men are purposely predestined to heaven unless 
it means that others are purposely predestined to 
hell. The thought, that a just, loving and merciful 
God would purposely create a man destined for 
everlasting torment for the manifestation of God’s 
own glory, is simply unbelievable. 


I have heard the doctrine of predestination ex- 
plained to my satisfaction by very able ministers 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church, but I have 
never heard nor read any explanation of the doc- 
trine consistent with the language used in the 
Confession of Faith that: “By the decree of God, 
for the manifestation of His own glory, some 
men and angels are predestinated unto everlasting 
life, and others foreordained to everlasting death.” 


Why should not the doctrine of the Church 
be more clearly stated in concise but compre- 
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hensive language so as to correctly and clearly 
convey the real thought behind the doctrine? 


Would it not convey the real meaning if put 
in this language: | 


God created men and angels for the manifesta- 
tion of His own glory, and by decree foreordained 
to those who should conform to His plan of salva- 
tion, everlasting life, and to those who should 
not conform, everlasting death. 


If this is not what is meant then I would 


certainly appreciate a concise statement of what 
it does mean couched in laymen’s language, for 
after all the vast majority of Christians are lay- 
men and need not to be confused but should 


have a statement which they can understand with-- 


out apparent conflict with their faith in a just, 
loving and merciful God, and his plan of salva- 
tion through Jesus Christ that ‘““‘Whosoever” (and 
not merely some) “believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 


Sincerely, 
F. W. Smith 


One of the Journal’s loyal constituents submit- 
ted an original “pome” for publication (it was 
impossible!), but all we could do was to explain 
the lack of space and to praise the “motif’’ (for 
the motif was indeed praiseworthy). 

The “poet” was greatly pleased by the com- 
mendation and wrote extolling the critic’s skill 
in appraising poems. 


So we responded as follows: 


You do me too much honor, Friend; 
I don’t deserve such praise, 

For I have blundered time no end 
When judging poets’ lays. 


And if by chance that I should score, 
Exceptions prove the rule, 

I go on stumbling more and more, 
Deserving ridicule. 


Yet, praise is sweet, though giv’n amiss, 
And like a common worm 

I’ll bask in ignorance and bliss, 
While luckless readers squirm. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 


EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR VALUABLE ASSET— 


Summer School. College Credit 
Holy Land Tour, 1958. 


Louis C. LAMOTTE. PRESIDENT 
axton North Caroline 


PRESBYTERIAN PHYSICIAN — Former China 
missionary, Southern Presbyterian Elder, 45 
years of age, desires small town general practice. 
Has completed special training in surgery. 
Wants hospital facilities available but prefers 
family practice. Wishes to locate in South. 
Full time housekeeper essential because wife’s 
arms paralyzed by polio. If interested write 
Dr. T. C. Vinson, Veterans Administration 
Hospital, Wadsworth, Kansas. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Choice Christian Books 
Your Library 


The Self-Disclosure of Jesus $4.00 
by Geerhardus Vos 3 


This volume by the late Geerhardus Vos of 
Princeton Seminary is what many theologians 
consider to be Dr. Vos’ most important work. 
The question in the modern debate concern- 
ing whether Jesus claimed and believed him- 
self to be the Messiah, is here in the mind of 
Christ Himself. 


The Humiliation of Christ... $3.50 
by A. B. Bruce 
A Classic in Christology 

Spoken of as having “won for himself the 
foremost place among Christian apologists’”’ 
in the nineteenth century, A. B. Bruce 
crowned his New Testament studies with this 
brilliantly impressive study of a subject which 
he especially was equipped to write. 


The Secret of Pulpit Power $3.00 
(Through Thematic Christian Preaching) 
by Simon Blocker 

Here is a fresh, new book both the sub- 
stance and techniques of successful thematic 
Christian preaching. 


God and the Cosmos $3.50 
by Theodore Graebner | 


A Critical Examination of Atheism, Ma- 
terialism and Evolutionism. 


“The most up to date, thorough, compre- 
hensive, systematic book on Apologetics that 
we have had the pleasure of reading.” 

—Lutheran Herald 


The Basis of Millennial Faith - $2.00 
by Floyd E. Hamilton : 


Whatever your millennial view, The Basis 
of Millennial Faith will be a stimulant to 
your thinking on the subject. 7 


The Teaching of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews $2.00 
by Geerhardus Vos 


This volume contains Dr. Vos’ classroom 
lectures on the teaching of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, edited and rewritten by the 
Reverend Johannes G. Vos, son of the author. 
It is especially valuable for its Scriptural 
illumination of such recent subjects as 
Christology and Escatology. | 


Any Three of the Above Separate Titles 
Sent Postpaid to One Address $5.00 


Act Quickly and Give Second Choice 
as Supply Is Limited 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
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- LESSON FOR JUNE 29 


4 Spokesman kor God 


Background Scripture: I Samuel 2:12 to 3:21 
Devotional Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20 


It is quite a relief to turn from Samson to Samuel; from a man who made a mess of his life to 
one who made a success out of life. Samuel is the last of the Judges and the best of the Judges. 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The concluding chapters of the book of Judges show the chaotic nature of these times when there 7 ; 
was no king in Israel and every man did that which -was right in his own eyes, or very much as 
he pleased. The book of Ruth is a bit of beauty and brightness which lets us see that there were 


some good simple people even in those days. 


Our Devotional Reading exhorts us to put 
on the whole armor of God and be strong in 
the Lord and in the power of His might. 
Samuel was a man who put this into practice 
long before Paul wrote about it. He knew 
especially the power of the sword of the Spirit 
which is the Word of God, for Samuel was a 
great teacher and established schools or “semi- 
naries’”’ where young men could be taught the 
Scriptures, the schools of the prophets. His 


influence was tremendous and he began to - 


consolidate Israel into a nation again. He was 
judge and prophet all in one. It was during 
his life that the transition was made from a 
Theocracy to a Monarchy. 


I. The Weakness of Eli and the Wickedness of 
_Elv’s Sons: 2:12-36. 


Eli was the High Priest when Hannah came 
and prayed her prayer for a son. She kept her 
vow to God and brought the child Samuel 
to the tabernacle to be loaned to the Lord all 
the days of his life. 


The sons of Eli were very wicked; selfish, 
greedy, immoral, and a disgrace to their office. 
In the expressive words of Scripture, “they 
knew not the Lord.” They profaned the priest- 
hood and brought the curse of God upon their 
father and upon the nation. 


It is rather surprising that the boy Samuel, 
growing up in such an atmosphere, should 
have been such a good man. The words used 
about him are similar to the ones used of Jesus: 
And the child Samuel grew on, and was in 
favor both with the Lord, and also with men. 


A man of God came to Eli and warned him 
_about the wickedness of his sons and the judg- 
ment which was coming upon him and _ his 
house. It is true that he had remonstrated 
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with his sons: Nay, my sons; for it is no good 
report that I hear: ye make the Lord’s people 
to transgress. God charges him with honoring 


his sons more than he honored God. ‘They 


made themselves vile and he restrained them 
not. 


This is a very timely lesson for us today. 
The blame for so much “Juvenile Delinquency” 
has been placed squarely on the fathers and 
mothers. Many of these young people come 
from broken homes and others from homes 
where there has been no discipline or home 
training. They do not come from homes where 


_ there is a “Family Altar” or where the parents 


take the children regularly to church and Sun- 
day School. I wonder just how it was in Eli's 
home? What sort of woman was Eli's wife? 
Was Eli so busy with his duties in the tabernacle 
that he did not take time to train his own 
children? Was he weak and wavering in his 
discipline? He was evidently to blame, for 


the Lord certainly tells him so. Were there 


unusual temptations for young people? It is 
a remarkable fact that Eli, Samuel and David, 
all failed in training their children. We study 
Eli today. In Chapter 8, when the elders of 
Israel gathered to ask for a king, they said to 


- Samuel, “thy sons walk not in thy ways” and 


we are told that they turned aside after lucre 
took bribes, and perverted judgment (8:3). All 
of us know what a mess David made of his home 
and the punishment and sorrow that came. 
What a tremendous responsibility rests upon 
the parents! How we need all the grace and 
strength that God can give! Oh, that the lesson 
of Eli might be learned before it is too late. 


II. The Call of Samuel: 3:1-10. 


This is one of the most familiar and most 
beautiful stories in the Bible and we have 
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often told it to our children. It is strange 
that Eli had not told Samuel about the Lord. 
Samuel heard a voice calling him, and thinking 
it was Eli, he ran to him saying, Here am I; 
for thou calledst me. This he did the second 
time, and Eli told him to answer, Speak, for 
thy servant heareth. So when the Lord called 
again, Samuel answered, Speak, for thy servant 
heareth. 


It is a great experience when a child hears 
and answers the call of God. Are we praying 
that our children (or grandchildren) have such 
an experience? In our preaching; in our teach- 
ing in the Church School; in our contact with 
young people in camp, are we encouraging 
them to expect and answer that call? One 
snowy day in a little church in England the 
boy Spurgeon heard and answered. There are 
young people in our homes and in our con- 
gregations that ought to be expecting the Lord 
to speak to them in a very definite way. I 
do not know whether Samuel had much help 
from older people, even Eli. I am sure that 
Hannah remembered her boy and prayed for 
him. Had she not dedicated him to the Lord? 
When we take our children to God in prayer, 
God will honor us and them by calling them 
into His service. When we have our children 
baptized do we fully dedicate them to the Lord? 
The vows we take at that time are very solemn 
and sacred. As preachers we ought to empha- 
size this at the time of baptism. 


III. The Message for Eli: 3:11-18. 


The first message that Samuel had to deliver 
was a very sad one and a very disagreeable one. 
He was no doubt very fond of his “foster- 
father” and somewhat afraid of him, perhaps. 
God tells Samuel of the terrible judgment 
which is coming upon the house of Eli because 
his sons had made themselves vile, and he 
restrained them not. The task of a prophet 
(one who speaks for God, or a spokesman for 
God) is not always a pleasant one. We have 
to tell men of sin and punishment and warn 
them. 


Samuel delayed telling Eli until he was called 
and commanded to hide nothing from him of 
all that God had revealed. So Samuel told 
him all. The reply of Eli is noteworthy. It 
shows a submission to God which is commend- 
able: It is the Lord let him do what seemeth 
him good. How much better it would have 
been if Eli had heeded the previous warning 
of the man of God, or even better, had re- 
strained and trained his children for the Lord. 
We cannot succeed in our task by ourselves, 
but we do have the promise that if we train 
up a child in the way he should go, that when 
he is old he will not depart from it. It is 
very, very sad when we have to say, it was 
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my fault. When punishment comes we should 
be submissive to God. He has to chasten us 
and “Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth.” 
Eli submitted to the rod. 


IV. A Prophet of the Lord: 3:19-21. 


A prophet is one who speaks for God. With 
Samuel we see the beginning of the long line 
of prophets. Moses was a prophet, but the 
prophets, as we usually think of them, did not 
rise until Samuel. He established the Schools 
of the Prophets, and had a regular circuit where 
he went, in Samaria, Gilgal, Bethel, Ramah, 
Shiloh, and Jericho. It is a long way, of course, 
to Elijah and Elisha and the many prophets 
of Israel and Judah, but to Samuel must be 


_ given the credit for starting a regular system 


of training. He taught the word of the Lord 
and he also judged the people: he was a “cir- 
cuit judge” in a real sense and also a “circuit 
rider,” or teacher and preacher. “Prophecy be- 
came a continuous and organized institution, 
and the New Testament speaks of him as the 
first of the long line of prophets who fore- 
told the days of the Gospel’ (Analytical New 
Testament) (See Acts 3:24). 


Sometimes “A Spokesman for God” has a 
hard and discouraging work. Samuel had dis- 
agreeable work, as we have seen, in his first 
message of condemnation. He had to tell Saul, 
the first king, some terrible facts. While he 
was judge he had to rebuke and warn Israel. 


A spokesman for God has to deliver the 
message as God gives it to him. His business 
is not to change the message to suit the people, 
but to say what God has told him to say. Even 
Balaam, the covetous prophet, recognized this. 
He said to Balak that he could only say what 
God told him to say, and he went on to bless 
Israel when Balak had hired him to curse them. 
(Balaam’s great sin was in causing Israel to 
become entangled in the immorality and _ idol- 
atry of the Moabites, and — bringing a 
curse upon them). 


As prophets today — and every preacher is 
a prophet in the real meaning of the word — 
for he speaks for God. We think of a prophet 
as one who foretells the future, and some of 
them did this, but their main business was 
simply to take God’s message, often a message 
of rebuke and warning, to the people. Jeremiah 
was so distressed and burdened and discouraged 
that he wanted to stop preaching, but God's 
Word was like a fire in his bones and he had 
to speak. Would that all of us might feel the 
compelling force of the Gospel message! We 
are to proclaim it to the world as God has 
revealed it to us, not change it to suit the 
modern mind but to make the modern mind 
hear and heed and even tremble at the message. 
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YOUNG PEOF 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 29 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


My Job, Too 


Scripture: I Timothy 2:1-4; Romans 13:1-7 
Suggested Hymns: 

“Jesus Calls Us: O’er the Tumult” 

“Stand up, Stand up for Jesus” 

“Rise up, O Men of God” 


Suggestions to Program Leader: 

(If there is an elected or appointed public 
official in your congregation, it might be very 
interesting and helpful to ask him to speak 
to your group about the responsibility of ren- 
dering public service as a Christian. The young 
people should be given an opportunity to ask 
questions as to how one enters public service 
and about its trials and rewards.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

In our past two programs on Christian citi- 
zenship we have discussed the privileges and 
responsibilities which belong to the Christian 
as a member of society. We have seen that 
he is obligated to be informed about the gov- 
ernments under which he lives. He has an 
obligation and a right to vote his intelligent 
convictions. He is obligated to pay taxes and 
to render military service whenever it is re- 
quired. He is also responsible for expressing 
his convictions and exerting his influence in 
matters of political and civic concern. 


We have noted that these rights and obliga- 
tions belong to every Christian citizen, but 


for some there is still more responsibility. In 
this program we want to consider public service ~ 


as a vocation. We are all persuaded that in 
times of crisis God has raised up leaders to 


direct our state and nation. The Bible makes 


it very clear that some men were God’s chosen 


vessels in places of political leadership. ‘This 


is indeed the ideal way for the influence of 
Christianity to be brought to bear on the life 
of a nation. Some have thought that the church 
as an institution should act like a_ pressure 
group to direct the course of government. This 
is where there is danger of violating the prin- 
ciple of separation of church and state. If the 


church instills in its people a respect for right- 


eousness and truth and a sense of responsibility 
to God and man, then these people can become 
leaders in the government and make their in- 


fluence felt. We want to consider the possibility — 


of serving God as public officials. 
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First Speaker: 

With all the publicity that has been given 
to instances of corruption in government and 
public life a great many people have become 
very cynical in their attitude toward politicians 
and public officials. There was a time when 
the highest goal a young man could adopt was 
to enter politics and hold an office in govern- 
ment. Today some people are saying that to 
be a politician is a cheap and shameful thing. 


This is one of the most sinister ideas that we 


could possibly have. If there is corruption in 
politics and in government life, Christians have 
no one to blame but themselves. When able 
and honest people refuse to accept their politi- 
cal responsibility we can expect political life 
to deteriorate. The fact is, however, that not 
all politicians and public officials are inferior 
and dishonest by any means. There are many 
public servants of high moral character who 
are dedicated to selfless service. We should 
be grateful for their devotion, and, as young 
people, we should at least consider joining their 
ranks that God may be honored in the life of 
the nation. 


Second Speaker: 


It is to be hoped that God will lead some 
of our finest Christian young people to run for 
elective offices when they reach mature years, 
but not all government service is rendered by 
those who are elected in political campaigns. 
The government maintains many institutions 
and agencies to serve its people. There are 


schools, prisons, health and welfare agencies, 


etc. If these agencies and institutions are staffed 


and headed by Christian people they should 
_ serve more efficiently. ‘The opportunities for 


Christian influence in such positions is almost 
unlimited. Christianity has a distinct obliga- 


tion to furnish leadership in this area of our 


society's life. Christian young people should 
consider the possibility of preparing themselves 
for institutional service. 


Third Speaker: 

Many people are becoming alarmed about 
the increased size and cost of government. It 
is not our purpose to pass judgment on this 
matter, but merely to observe that besides elected 
officials and institutional workers many, many 
people are employed by the government. The 
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law of averages indicates that at least some of 
us may soon find ourselves in this category. 
We shall not likely have policy making or ad- 
ministrative responsibility, but we shall be re- 


sponsible for the efficiency of that part of the — 


government where we work. Some people seem 
to think that because the government has a 
great deal of money to spend that a certain 
amount of waste and carelessness is to be ex- 


pected and will certainly not be noticed. The 
Christian cannot afford such an attitude. Who 
can say how much of the staggering waste is 
due to this kind of thinking? The Christian 
government worker will be just as conscientious 
in his use of time and material as if it were 
his very own. What a difference it would make 
if all government workers were Christians and 
did their work as Christians should? 


§ 


Sy 


WOMEN 


Bible Study for am Leaders on 
“The Church in 


the New Testament” 
“The Church in the New Testament” 


Prepared by Morton H. Smith, Professor of 
Bible, Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 


Lesson 7 ‘THE SUFFERING CHURCH 
The Lesson in Outline 


Introduction — suffering of the Church, one 
of our most difficult problems 


I Peter 4:12-19 — A Directory to Christians 
Suffering for their Faith. 


I. Be Not Astonished at Sufferings 


II. Be Not Depressed by your Sufferings — 
But Rejoice 


III. Be Not Ashamed of your Sufferings. 


IV. Persevere in well doing, commit your 


souls to God in your sufferings. 


Introduction 


As we come to this lesson on the “Suffering 
Church” we are confronted with one of the 


most difficult subjects that faces Christians. | 


“Why do the righteous sufferr’” has been the 
age long question of men. It was the question 
of the book of Job. The whole Bible bears on 
this subject, indicating that suffering was in- 
troduced into the. world by sin, and will not 
be entirely wiped away until the end of the 
world. “And He shall wipe away every tear 
from their eyes; and death shall be no more; 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, 
nor pain, any more: the first things are passed 
away (Rev. 21:4). 


Of necessity we must treat this subject most 
briefly. It is suggested that the Circle Bible 
Leader and each member of the Circle make 
a careful study of the list of Scriptures given 
in the Presbyterian Woman's Workbook. In 
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these passages there is a good survey of the 


subject. Our purpose in this lesson will be to 
present a detailed treatinent of a single passage 
which seems to cover the whole subject, with 
the hope that this may be of aid to the teacher 


_as background for her lesson. 


Before entering upon our treatment of this 
passage we should point out two serious errors 
that must be avoided as we think of the suffer- 
ing Church. The first is the idea that the 
Church by her suffering in any way pays for 
her sins. To teach this would be to deny the 


_ clear teaching of Scripture that Jesus Christ is 


the All-Sufficient Saviour. Hebrews 9 and 10 
clearly teach that His Work was a full and 
complete and final sacrifice for our sins. Jesus 
taught this from the Cross when He cried, “It 
is finished!” If our salvation rested in any 
way upon ourselves, then we have no hope of 
salvation, for we are all gone astray, and all 
have come short of the glory of God. 


The second error that we might fall into is 
that of thinking of the suffering Church as a 
redeeming community in the world. The Church 
itself is not redeeming the world. Rather, the 
Church is the redeemed community of God's 
elect in the world, and bearing witness to the 
grace of God to the world. To teach that the 
Church saves the world is to deny the pre-emi- 
nence that is due to Christ and to Him alone. 
The Church’s one task is to be the pillar and 
ground of the truth, to uphold and bear witness 
to the truth, not to take it upon herself to try 
to redeem the world in her own strength or 
efforts. This is the work of God alone, not of 
the Church. 


J Peter 4:12-19 A Directory to the Christian 


Suffering for His Faith | 
In our treatment of this passage as a directory 


to the Church under suffering we are frankly 


indebted to the Rev. John Brown, a minister 
of the United Presbyterian Church in Scotland 
of a century ago, for his superb commentary. 


We are following his outline and quoting fre- 


from his work. 
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I. Be Not Astonished at Your Suffering - Verse 12 


The first direction given to the Christians 
is that we ought not to be astonished at the 
sufferings of the Church as though this were a 
strange or unexpected occurrence. The reason 
for this may be found in part from the figure 
used for our trials, namely that of a refiner’s 
fire. The refiner tries his metals with fire to 
test their purity, and to remove impurities from 
them. This is one of the basic teachings of 
Hebrews 12:1-13 regarding the chastening of 
the Lord. “All chastening seemeth for the pres- 
ent to be not joyous but grievous; yet afterward 
it yieldeth peaceable fruit unto them that are 
exercised thereby, even the fruit of righteous- 
ness” (Heb. 12:11). 


It might seem strange to the Christian Church 
to have to face the fact of suffering, especially 
when this suffering comes at the hands of wicked 
and sinful men. Yet this is all under the provi- 
dence of God. We must remember that the 
Christian faith is in direct opposition to the 
world. “The spirit of Christianity is so directly 
opposed to the spirit of the world, that the 
wonder is, not that there has been so much 
persecution, but that there has not been more” 
(Brown). “If they were of the world, the world 
would love its own; but because they were not 
of the world, therefore the world hated them 
as it hated Him” (John 15:18). 


No, it is not strange that the world should 
hate the Christians. “There is in the life of a 
Christian convincing light, that shows the de- 
pravity of the works of darkness, and a piercing 
heat that scorches the ungodly, which stirs and 
troubles their consciences. This they cannot en- 
dure, and hence arises in them a contrary fire 
of wicked hatred; and hence the trials, the fiery 
trials, of the godly” (Leighton on I Peter). 


Brown suggests that without the persecutions 
by the world the Church would soon become 
entirely secularized by the world. “It is needful 
that the Great Husbandman take the fan in 
His hand, that He may purge His floor, driving 
off the chaff, and bringing close together the 
good grain.” Suffering in the Church then pro- 
duces a purified Church, for those without 
root are offended when tribulation arises and 
walk no more with Jesus, whereas those who 
have root, “tribulation worketh patience, and 
patience endurance and endurance hope” (Rom. 
5:5-4) . 


Not only does persecution improve the 
Church itself, but it also improves true mem- 
bers of the Church, just as the refiner’s fire 
improves the metal. “Suffering for Christ, in 
some form and degree or other, seems to be 
essential to the formation of the Christian char- 
acter; and that character has usually reached 
nearest to perfection in those who have had 
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the largest share of that kind of trial (Brown). 
A case in point is that of the Apostle Paul, who 
is certainly recognized to be among the very 
highest of God’s saints, and yet one who under- 


went untold suffering and agony for his Lord. | 


Finally, it should not be a cause of surprise 
that the Church has to go through suffering, 
since her Lord had to go through so much 
Himself. ‘““The disciple is not above his master, 
nor the servant above his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will persecute you”’ (John 
15:20). “In the world ye shall have tribula- 
tion” (John 16:33). “Marvel not that the world 
should hate you” (Matt. 16:24). “All that will 
live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecu- 
tion” (II Tim. 3:12). “Through much tribula- 
tion we must enter into the Kingdom” (Acts 
14:22) . 


II. Be Not Depressed By Your Sufferings— 
Verse 13-14. 


Instead of being depressed when suffering 
comes, the Apostle calls us to rejoice. Paul in 
Romans 5:3 instills the same attitude: “And 
not only so, but we also rejoice in our tribula- 
tions...” Peter gives us three reasons for 
this rejoicing: the first, because if we endure 
we are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; second, 
because this assures our fellowship with Him 
when He comes in glory; and third, because we 
have the Spirit of glory given to us already. 


Christians, in suffering for Christ, are par- 
takers of His sufferings. This statement must 
be understood in the light of other passages of 
Scripture. It does not teach that we are par- 
taking in the atoning work of Christ on the 
Cross, for Christ Himself declared from the 
Cross that that was finished. So also do the 


9th and 10th chapters of Hebrews. What is 


it then? Brown paraphrases the meaning of 
the Apostle thusly: “I am so closely connected 
with Christ, that He regards those sufferings 
endured by me in His cause, as His sufferings 
in my body.” The same thought is expressed 
by Jesus Himself to Saul. “Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou Me?” Persecution of the 
Church was persecution of Christ. Again He 
taught concerning the. final reckoning: “Inas- 
much as ye did it not to one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye did it not to Me. Inas- 
much as ye did it to one of the least of these, 
ye did it to Me” (Mt. 25:40,45). Thus it is 
clear that Jesus looks upon His Church as His 
very own, and that what happens to that 
Church happens to Him, so also with individual 
Christians. Leighton says, “It is a sweet, joyful 


_ thing, to be a sharer with Christ in anything. 


All enjoyments wherein He is not are bitter 
to a soul who loves Him, and all sufferings 
with Him are sweet. The worst things of 
Christ are more truly delightful than the best 
things of the world; his afflictions sweeter than 
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their pleasures, his reproaches more glorious 
than their honours, and more rich than their 
treasures.” 


Suffering with and for Christ rather than 
causing depression should cause joy, for this 
assures us of being with Him in His glorious 
return. Paul teaches this in Romans 8:17-18: 
“if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may 
be also glorified with Him. For I reckon that 
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed to usward.” Again in II Cor. 4:17 
he says, “For our light affliction, which is for 
the moment, worketh for us more and more 
exceedingly an eternal weight of glory.” 


Peter then adds the word of comfort that 
we already have the Holy Spirit of glory granted 
to us. He is the One who has brought us into 
the Kingdom of Grace. He is the One who has 
made us wise, despite the world’s reproach of 
us as fools. He is the One who makes us strong, 
though they call us weak. He is the one who 
has given us honor, though the world considers 
us despicable. He bears witness with our spirits 


that we are the sons of God, and that nothing 


can separate us from the love of God found in 
Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8:16, 31-39). Truly 


_we can cry with Paul, “If God be for ua, who 


can be against us!”’ 


III. Be Not Ashamed of Your Suffering 
Verses 15-16. 


This exhortation contains first of all a warn- 
ing to the believers. We are to take heed as 
Christians that we do not do anything that in 
itself would bring reproach upon ourselves, and 
thereby on the name of Christ. The Apostle 
specifically cites murder, theft, evil doing, and 
meddling. To suffer when guilty of these is 
to justly suffer shame for sin. “Exhortations 
to Christians, in the apostolic epistles, not only 
proceed on the principle that there were false 
professors in the primitive churches, who might 
discredit their profession by unholy conduct, 
but on the principle that in the truly con- 
verted man, that is, ‘in his flesh, dwelleth no 
good thing’; and that but for the restraining 
influence of the Spirit and providence of God, 
there is scarcely any violation of the divine 
law into which remaining depravity, stimu- 


lated into active operation by powerful tempta- 
tion may not hurry him” (Brown). We all 
need such exhortations. “Sin is hateful in every | 


man, additionally . hateful in a professor of 
Christianity; nowhere so hateful as in the heart 
and life of a child of God” (Brown). Is it 
any wonder that the Apostle warns us as he 
does here? All too often we have brought 


. reproach on ourselves and on the Gospel by our 


sinful actions. May God preserve all believers 
from thus becoming stumblingblocks to others! 
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The other side of the matter is that when we 
suffer for the name of Christ, we need not be 
ashamed, but rather ought to glorify God and 


rejoice that He has deemed us worthy of suf- 


fering for Him. When we consider the terrible 
suffering He underwent to save us from hell, 
how ready we should be to show our gratitude 
by suffering any reproach or shame the world 
may heap upon us for His Name’s sake! ‘This 
should be the case especially when we realize 
that God in His providence has often used 
the suffering of His Church as a means of 
spreading His Gospel. “The blood of the mar- 


-tyrs is the seed of the Church.” 


IV. Persevere in well-doing and Commit your 
Souls to God under Sufferings — 
Verses 17-19. 


As Peter comes to these verses he indicates 
that suffering and tribulation must come to 
the house of God first, and then to the world. 
The implication is that those of the house of 


God deserve this because of their sinfulness. 


To correct this situation he exhorts that we 
commit ourselves to God, our faithful Creator, 
and to continue in our well doing. The refer- 
ence to God as a faithful Creator reminds us 
of the overall teaching of His being our pre- 
server and sustainer. The Lord is thy keeper, 
the Lord shall preserve thee from all evil, the 
Lord shall preserve thy soul (Psalm 121). I 
give unto my sheep eternal life and they shall 
never perish (John 10:28-30). Nothing can sep- 
arate us from the Love of Christ (Romans 
8:28-39). When we think of God thus as our 
Faithful Creator, then truly we should commit 
ourselves unreservedly into His keeping care. 
This and this alone can prepare us to meet 
the tribulations that are to come, but this com- | 
mittal to our faithful Creator does prepare us 
sufficiently to meet all trials. 


“The two injunctions are most intimately 
connected. It is only he who is continuing in 
well-doing, that in the day of severe trial can 
commit the keeping of his soul to God, as to 
a faithful Creator; and it is only he who com- 
mits the keeping of his soul to God, as to a 
faithful Creator, that in the day of severe trial 
will continue in well-doing.” (Brown). 


Conclusion 


One last question must be asked. Must all 
Christians suffer for Christ? In answer to this 
question Brown says, “All Christians are not 
tried as the Christians to whom Peter wrote 

. but all Christians meet with afflictions, 
and meet with afflictions because they are Chris- 
tians; all suffer, and all suffer as Christians.” 
“If ye are without chastisement, of which all 
are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not 
sons” (Heb. 12:8). If we believe in Christ and 
seek to live for Him as we should then we may 
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expect trials in this life, but the final outcome 
shall be glory with Christ. If on the other hand 
we obey not the Gospel in this life, we have 
only that final expectation of unmixed misery 


and everlasting punishment. May God enable 
each one of us to know with certainty Christ 
as Saviour and Lord, and be able to bear any 
sufferings for His glory. 


- Change of Address: Rev. Donald A. Swicord has 
changed his address from Panama City, Fla., to 
1400 St. Elmo Ave., Chattanooga 9, Tenn., where 
he entered upon the pastorate of the St. Elmo 
Presbyterian Church, May Ist, last. 


Missionary News 


MEXICO 


Miss Florence Nickles of the Mexico Mission 
arrived in the United States on May 16 to begin 
her year of furlough. She has been working in 
Cuernavaca, and will make her home during fur- 
lough in Berkeley, California. 


Miss Nickles first took up her work in Mexico 
in 1951, after serving many years in China. When 
she was unable to continue service there because 
of the Communists, she asked transfer to the new 
field where her skills in devising audio-visual. ma- 
terials for use by women’s presbyterial groups, and 
in rural missions have been highly valuable. She 
is from Due West, S. C., and received her training 
at College for Women in Columbia, S. C., and at 
the Bible Teachers’ Training School in New York. 


BRAZIL 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Shane and their two 
children are scheduled to reach this country on 
June 18 for their furlough from mission work in 
North Brazil. .The have been stationed at Recife. 


Upon arrival, they plan to journey to Washing- 
ton, D.C., which is Mr. Shane’s home, and remain 
there until about July 7. Both the missionaries 
are members of the Church of the Pilgrims in 
Washington. 


Mrs. Shane is from Bradenton, Fla., and the 
couple will return to Bradenton from Washington 
to make their furlough home there. 


CONGO 


Dr. and Mrs. Robert Dunn and their four chil- 
dren are returning July 2 from service as medical 
missionaries in Bulape, the Belgian Congo. They 
will spend the first several weeks of their furlough 
in Iowa. Mrs. Dunn is a native of Lansing, lowa. 
Dr. Dunn is a native of Atlanta, Ga., a graduate 
College and Emory University Medical 

choo 


JAPAN 


Dr. and Mrs. W. A. McIlwaine and their daugh- 
ter, Ellen, from Kobe, Japan, will reach this 
country about July 7 to begin their furlough from 
missionary service. They plan to go directly to 
Montreat, N. C., upon arrival in the United States, 
and remain there until late August. The rest of 
the year they will make their home in Mission 
Haven, Decatur, Ga. 


PAGE 18 


Dr. MclIlwaine,_a native of Japan, the son of 
missionary parents, has been serving in the Re- 
formed Seminary in Kobe. He is a member of East 
Hanover Presbytery, and a graduate of Davidson 
College and Union Seminary in Richmond. Mrs. 
Mellwaine is a native of Hopkinsville, Ky., and a 
member of Westminster Church in that city. 


Board Meeting 


Six new missionaries were appointed for service 
in four countries when the Board of World Mis- 
sions met in May. Three will go as short-term 
workers, and three as permanent appointees. 


Going as educational missionaries to Taiwan 
will be Mr. and Mrs. Paul Stephen Alexander, of — 
Natchitoches, La. They will work in Tunghai Uni- 
versity, the great new (four years old) United 
Board of Christian Colleges school in Taichung. 
Mr. Alexander is now assistant professor at North- 
western State College, Natchitoches, in biology, 
physiology and anatomy. He is a native of. In- 
dianapolis, Ind., a graduate of Indiana Central 
College and Indiana University, where he took 
his work toward a doctorate. Mrs. Alexander, a 
native of Malta, Montana, attended the same 
schools, and is a registered nurse. The couple has 
three children, and they are members of First 
Presbyterian Church in Natchitoches. 


Named as a medical missionary to the Belgian 
Congo is Miss Elizabeth Henry Mayo, of Rocky 
Mount, N. C. She is a graduate of Woman’s Col- 
lege, University of North Carolina, and Presby- © 
terian Hospital, Charlotte, school of nursing. She 
also attended Assembly’s Training School. She 
has been working as a nurse in Richmond Me- 
morial Hospital, Richmond, Va. Her membership 


is in the First Church, Rocky Mount. 


Miss Dorothy Jane Spencer of Gastonia, N. C., 
was named to a three-year term as an educational 
missionary to Japan. She will work in Canadian 
Academy, Kobe. A graduate of Queens College, 
Charlotte, Miss Spencer has been teaching English 
in Gastonia, where she is a member of the West 
Avenue Presbyterian Church. 


Named as educational missionaries to Brasil are 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gunder Seaquist, of Mont- 
gomery, Ala. They will serve a three-year term as 
teachers of missionaries’ children. Mr. Seaquist is 
a native of Sister Bay, Wis., he holds a BS in 
Education from Wisconsin State Teachers College, 
Platteville, Wis. He is a deacon of Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Montgomery, and is an of- 
ficial of a cemetery company in Montgomery. Mrs. 
Seaquist is a native of Juda, Wis., holds a bachelor 
of education degree from State Callege, and did 
advanced work in genetics at the University of 
Wisconsin. She taught English in Illinois, and 
later worked as a technician in a Vicksburg, Miss., 
hospital. The couple has two children. 


The meeting took other important actions, in- 
cluding the election of a new chairman. Dr. James 
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E. Bear, at Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Va., was chosen chairman, succeeding 
Dr. Jas. A. Jones, whose term on the Board has 
expired. Mr. Wm. H. McCord, Sr., of Nashville, 


Tenn., was elected first vice-chairman, and Dr. 


W. L. McCoglan, Jr., of Pine Bluff, Ark., was 
named second vice-chairman. 


An action of considerable importance was the 
approval by the Board of a new retirement arrange- 
ment for lay missionaries and other employes of 
the Board. After careful study by a special com- 
mittee of the Board, working with the representa- 
tives of the Board of Annuities and Relief, the 
Board voted to place all lay missionaries and other 
employes who entered service on or after Sept. 
1, 1942, under the provisions of the Board of 
Annuities’ Employes’ Annuity Fund plan. All or- 
dained missionaries are already under the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund plan. 


All missionaries serving under the Board of 
World. Missions have been protected against re- 
tirement by the Board’s own plan. Under terms 
of the action, older missionaries who entered 
service prior to Sept. 1, 1942 will continue under 
the Board’s plan. Funds now held in the Board’s 
plan to provide for the retirement of the younger 
missionaries will be paid into the Employes’ An- 


nuity Fund to place these lay missionaries under © 


the plan, effective September 1 of this year. 


At the same time, the Board welcomed two new 
members, Mrs. James W. Witherspoon of Beckley, 
W. Va., and General Joseph B. Fraser of Hines- 
ville, Ga., elected by the recent General Assembly. 


The Board’s Committee on Overseas Relief. and 
Inter-Church Aid recommended that the Board 
provide $2000 immediately from relief funds to 
meet a part of the drastic needs in the famine in 
North Brazil. This was voted, and an additional 
amount requested by the North Brazil Mission for 
inauguration of a work-relief program was re- 
ferred to the Business and Finance Committee. 
The mission proposes to use $5000 to hire jobless 
and starving people for work on mission and church 
buildings. The mission reports that about 5000 
Presbyterians are in the center of the drouth area, 
and that some are among the people actually starv- 
ing. The churches in the area have already or- 
ganized a relief program, and the relief funds 
voted by the Board will be used to supplement this 
program through the purchase of additional food, 
and in the distribution of food received from 
America. 


The Rev. Paul B. Freeland, secretary of Over- 
seas Relief and Inter-Church Aid, reported to the 
Board that receipts from the Easter Offering for 
relief totaled $66,341, through May 10. Figures 
for the same period in 1957 were $61,466, and for 
1956, $56,478. 


Mr. Freeland also told the Board of his plans 
for a trip to Europe and the Middle East, as ap- 
proved at an earlier meeting of the Board. He 
departed from Nashville on May 14, to attend the 
annual Consultation on Inter-Church Aid, World 
Council of Churches, at Evian, France, and to 
inspect refugee and rehabilitation needs in Europe, 
Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq. This will be the first 
visit to Iraq by an official of the Board since the 
Board voted last year to enter that country as a 
new mission field. 
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Congregation Pledges $255,249 
for Missions 


Boston—Members of Park Street Church (Con- 
gregational) pledged $255,249 for the support of 
its 121 missionaries in 50 countries at closing ses- 
sions of the church’s 19th annual missionary con- 
ference here. Exceeding last year’s pledge by 
$4,000, the amount raised to over $2,750,000 the 
total given by the congregation for mission work 
since the first conference in 1940. Sixty mission- 
aries from 30 countries participated in the 10-day 
meeting which was attended by 4,000 persons. 
Dr. Harold J. Ockenga is pastor of the church. 


ARKANSAS 


Arkadelphia — Philip F. Howerton, Charlotte, 
N. C., insurance man and newly elected Mod- 
erator of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., speak- 
ing before the Synod of Arkansas in May, said 
that Southern Presbyterians should seek to bring 
more Negroes into the denomination. The Mod- 
erator warned that Southern Presbyterians should 
not forget ‘fone inescapable fact—the Negro in our 
neighborhood needs the Gospel.”’ 


There are only 6,000 Southern Presbyterian 
Negroes in the entire South, Mr. Howerton said, 
while the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. has 
4,500 Negro members in one small area of North 
Carolina alone. 


He also called upon Presbyterians to “abide by 
the decisions and rulings of the church courts” 
concerning segregation in the denomination. 


Arkansas Synod also reaffirmed previous anti- 
segregation stands, stating that enforced racial 
segregation is “discrimination which is out of har- 
mony with the teachings of the Scripture.” 


A message from the Synod of Kentucky called 
upon Arkansas Synod “‘to render before the leaders 
and people of your state... an effective witness 
to the implications of the Christian faith’ by 
implementing the General Assembly’s call to ter- 
minate enforced segregation in Presbyterian in- 
stitutions. 


‘“‘We share with you the conviction,” said the 
Kentucky Synod message, “that forced segregation 
of the races is immoral, contrary to the teachings 
of Jesus, and now illegal.” 


Florida Synod Orders Retrial in 
Riverside Church Case 


Miami Springs—Dr. Albert J. Kissling, pastor 
of Riverside Presbyterian Church, Jacksonville, 
Fla., was upheld as holding doctrine “in harmony” 
with those of the denomination—following three 
hours of debate during the meeting of Florida 
Synod, and charges that the Jacksonville minister 
was too liberal in his theology. 


The charges came from the Rev. Thompson L. 
Casey, Jr., of High Springs, Fla., who had appealed 
to the Synod the refusal of Suwanee Presbytery 


.to hear the complaint against Dr. Kissling. 


The Synod’s statement, supporting Dr. Kissling, 
declared: “Because of the publicity given to mat-. 
ters discussed in executive session and in the light 
of a statement made by Dr. Albert J. Kissling on 
the floor of this synod concerning his personal 
faith, the synod continues to acknowledge him to 
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be in harmony with the system of doctrines held 
by the Presbyterian Church, U.S. and authorizes 
this statement for publication.” 


The unofficial charges came before the Synod 
sitting in executive session during the meeting 
of the Synod at the Miami Springs Presbyterian 
Church. 


Mr. Casey charged Dr. Kissling of denying pre- 
destination and the five principles of Calvinism: 
complete sovereignty of God, unconditional elec- 
tion of the saved, limited atonement, irresistible 
grace, and the perseverance of the saints. 


The Synod declared that Mr. Casey was out of 
order, and it sent his complaint back to Suwanee 
Presbytery. 


The Synod also set up a judicial commission to 
hear an appeal by two members of Riverside 
Church, where Dr. Kissling has been pastor for the 
past 25 years. | 


The members, Ralph Fetener, an elder in River- 
side Church, and Jesse A. Wallace, appealed a 
ruling by Suwanee Presbytery which upheld an 
action of the session of their church against them, 
deposing Mr. Fetener as an elder of that church 
and suspending him from receiving the Sacraments. 
Mr. Wallace was suspended from the Sacraments. 


Another, Mill Smith, along with Mr. Fetner and 
Mr. Wallece, has headed a group in Riverside 
Church, opposing some of the views of their min- 
ister. 


Mr. Smith’s case was sent back to the presbytery 
with orders for retrial. 


Among other business that came before the 
Synod in session here, was the furtherance of the 
state’s first Presbyterian home for the aging. The 
Synod authorized the borrowing of $1,000,000 for 
the Home’s construction at Bradenton. A 4% 
acre site has been given by the community and 
by the First Presbyterian Church there for this 
purpose. 


HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA, FIRST 


After having been re-elected for three succes- 
sive years after the age of retirement, Dr. Robert 
Excll Fry will relinquish the pastorate of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Hollywood, Florida, on 
September Ist. 


When Dr. Fry assumed this pastorate in Jan- 
uary, 1942, the membership of the Church was 239. 
It is now over 1400. Three units of a lovely 
church plant have been erected and are now vir- 
tually free of debt—the Sanctuary in 1948, the 
Educational Building in 1953, and the Chapel in 
1956. A beautiful furnished manse was also pre- 
sented to the Church by the George Rice family. 


Three missions have been formed from this 
Church during these years—the West Hollywood 
sae the St. Andrew’s Church, and the Miramar 

ission. 


Nine Candidates for the Ministry have presented 
themselves, of whom three are now ordained min- 
isters in the Presbytery of the Everglades, two 
are in the Seminary, and two are in the University. 
Two others removed to the territory of the Pres- 
ham Church, U.S.A., before completing their 
studies. 


This is largely a tourist church and for six 
months of the year the church is filled with wor- 
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shippers both at 9:40 A. M. and 11:00 A. M. 
The attendance during the past season was larger 
than ever before. 


It is expected that Dr. Fry will continue to 
serve the Church as Pulpit Supply until his suc- 
cessor is chosen. 


Mrs. O. E. Andren 
Church Secretary 


GEORGIA 


Decatur—The Board of Trustees of Agnes Scott 
College has approved the erection of three new 
buildings on the campus, Dr. Wallace M. Alston, 
president of the college, announced today. | | 


The trustees, of whom Hal L. Smith of Atlanta 
is chairman, have set 1964 as the year for com- 
pleting the new structures, another dormitory, a 
fine arts building and a new gymnasium. The 
75th anniversary of the founding of Agnes Scott 
College falls in 1964. | 


The new buildings are part of a development 
program for the college first proposed by the trus- 
tees in 1953. Another part of the program is the 
addition of funds to the College’s permanent en- 
dowment, in order to increase this to $10,000,000. 


The two objectives of the development program, 
buildings and endowment funds, now total 10% 
million dollars; $8,050,000 will go into endowment 


and $2,425,000 will be set aside for buildings in- 


cluding grounds and equipment. 


More than three-fifths of the 10% million goal 
has been attained to date, and the trustees are 
making tentative plans for an intensive financial 
campaign in 1960-61. Dr. W. E. McNair is direc- 
tor of development for the college. : 


The original buildings portion of the develop- 
ment program included the erection of a student 
activities building. In the revised plans, the pres- 
ent gymnasium which is centrally located and has 
ample floor space, will be converted into a student 
activities building and a new gymnasium will be 
constructed. The building now used for student 
activities will be removed. 


The proposed fine arts building will be located 
in the area next to the John Bulow Campbell 
Science Hall, fronting on S. McDonough St. and 
lining up with the front entrance of Presser Hall 
which now houses the music department. 


The fine arts building will provide space for 
the art department, with studios, offices and a 
gallery and for speech and dramatic art classrooms, 
studios, offices and perhaps a little theater. 


Some cottages now: housing students will be 
removed when the new dormitory is completed. 
This building’s location will be on S. Candler St., 
extending north and south and having entrances 
- = campus on Buttrick Drive and Windship 

arden. 


The new gymnasium will be erected in the area 
south of the proposed fine arts building, with a 
front entrance on S. McDonough St. and with an 
eastern entrance to the athletic field and tennis 
courts. 


Renovation of the present gymnasium for a stu- 
dent activities building will provide offices for 
student publications, offices and conference rooms 
for the major student organizations and staffs, 2 
book store, a snack bar and bowling alleys. 
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The Board of Trustees has authorized its Ex- 
ecutive Committee to go ahead with these plans 
whenever funds become available. Priority in the 
building of the new additions to the campus will 
be left to the committee’s decision. 


LOUISIANA 


Camp Alabama—Reed Gardner, of Baton Rouge, 
was elected president of the men of the Presby- 
po — of Louisiana at Camp Alabama last 
week end. 


Principal speakers were T. Mack Blackburn, 
Knoxville, Tenn., president of Assembly Men’s 


Council; Col. Francis Pickens Miller, Chancellors- 


ville, Va., and Dr. Manford Gutze, Columbia Semi- 
nary, Decatur, Ga. 


Workers together in Christ was the theme and 
this was the subject of the keynote address by 
Mr. Blackburn. | | 


Other officers elected were Ted H. Sheppard, 
New Orleans, vice president; M. E. Mischler, 
Shreveport, treasurer, and Dr. Warner Anthony, 
Opelousas, secretary. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Montreat — As its gift to Montreat College, 
the 1958 graduating class initiated a Living En- 
dowment Fund which’ will be used to help un- 
derwrite the self-help scholarship program. So- 
licitation began May 7 with the mailing of 4499 
letters to alumnae of the classes of 1942-57, 
the class of 1958 and the faculty and staff. The 
Seniors gave an initial gift of about $250 to under- 
write the expense of initiating the program. 


Miss Sabra Slay, Jackson, Miss., class president 
announced that 65 pledges totaling $3,775 have 
been received through May 24. Of this amount, 
$1159 was pledged by three-fourths of the Seniors 
themselves. 


The $3775 would be equivalent to a rate of 2% 
per cent on an endowment of $151,000. ? 


Burgaw—Mount Williams Presbyterian Church, 
located about 10 miles east of Burgaw, observed 
its homecoming on Sunday, May 25. The Rev. 
James Alvin Williams of the Tarboro Methodist 
Church, delivered the sermon at the morning 
worship service. 


Services have been maintained regularly for over 


a century in the church’s quaint old building. For 
the past 45 years, the Rev. P. L. Clark of Burgaw 
has conducted service at the Mount Williams 
Church, along with the Burgaw and Hopewell 
Presbyterian churches. A picnic dinner was served 
on the grounds after the homecoming service. 


Chapel Hill — A contract for nearly $300,- 


000 will be let to a Durham firm for construction ~ 


of the student and educational areas of the Chapel 
Hill Presbyterian Church, according to an an- 
nouncement by the Rev. Vance Barron, minister. 
He has stated that the combined building contract 
cost, cost of additional property, architect’s fee, 
and furnishings would bring the total expenditure 
to nearly $375,000. The student center and edu- 
cational plant is being financed through a Synod- 
wide campaign and other funds. The rear section 
of the church, which was only slightly damaged 


during a fire on Feb. 27, is being utilized for 


Sunday School classes and for the church office. 
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CHRISTIAN TEACHERS WANTED — Grade 
School and High School, for Christian school 

operated by the West End Presbyterian 
Church. Contact Miss Carolyn Williams, 

Principal, 1600 Atlantic Street, Hopewell, Vir- 
ginia. Telephone CEdar 9-6142. 


EASTERN TRANSIT STORAGE CO. 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING AND STORAGE 


TO OR FROM 48 STATES, MEXICO AND CANADA 
CALL COLLECT ANY TIME 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. 
FR 6-1636 


SPARTANBURG, S. C. 
2-5067 


Montreat College 


Montreat, May 29, 1959 — Honor ecertifi- 
cates and scolarship pins were awarded to four 
Montreat College seniors in chapel exercises Satur- 
day. Recipients were Misses Lucille Blackwell, 
210 Lakeside Drive, Hendersonville; Pansie Cam- 
eron, 3914 Fayetteville Road, Raleigh; Anna Price, 
427 E. Ste. Maries Street, Perryville, Mo.; Betty 
Sue Turnage, Rt. 3, Box 41, Quincy, Fla. To re- 
ceive a pin and certificate, a student must make 
a grade of B or above on each subject for three 
years, one of which must be the senior year. 


Honor certificates were also awarded to the 
following students who made A’s and B’s both 
semesters of the 1957-58 term on each subject: 
Jacqueline Gray, Montreat Road, Black Mountain; 
Sylvia Haley, 134 Walton Avenue, Danville, Va.; 
Mary Lou Kiser, 4211 Windermere Lane, Char- 
lotte; Mrs. W. B. Rich, Montreat; Ann Sharpe, 
Thornwell Orphanage, Clinton, S. C.; Sabra Slay, 
1200 Grand Kveuiun Jackson, Miss.; all of whom 
are seniors. 


Also, the following juniors, Patty Gray and 
June McCroskey, Abingdon, Va.; Jean Nash and 
Martha Rose Miller, Laurel Springs; Barbara 
Priest, Morristown, Fla.; Jo Thomas, 828 W. Street 
Augustine, Tallahassee, Fla. 


Sophomores receiving the certificates were: Mar- 
tha McWhorter, Route 1, Easley, S. C.; Martha 
Robinson, 727 N. Oak Street, Lincolnton; Patricia 
Shirah, E. Jackson Road, Porterdale, Ga.; and 
freshmen were Jo Dean Faddis, 107 Landreth 
Street, Galax, Va., and Nancy Gosnell, Route 1, 
Asheville. 


Monograms were presented by the Athletic as- 
sociation to the following seniors: Louise Brad- 
shaw, Route 3, Mooresville; Jean Burwell, 403 High 
Street, Oxford; Pansie Cameron, Raleigh. 


Additional recognition for excellence in the ath- 
letic program was given to the following who had 
reviously received monograms: Carolyn Dilling- 
am, Barnardsville; Peggy Jo Miller, Laurel 
Springs; Ann Sharpe, Clinton, S. C.; Barbara 
Priest, Morristown, Fla.; Patty Gray, Abingdon, 
Va., Route 1. 


The highest individual award, a gold pin, given 
by the athletic association for outstanding service 
went to Sabra Slay, 1200 Grand Avenue, Jackson, 
Miss., a senior. 


A gold cup was retained by the Gold team, com- 
posed of the freshmen and junior classes, for win- 
ning the most athletic contests during the year. 
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‘Davidson Senior to Study in Germany 


Davidson — Malcolm Henderson Rourk, Jr., 
a senior at Davidson College, has been awarded 
a Fulbright Scholarship for advanced study in the 
Free University of Berlin, Germany, next year. 
Rourk of Shallotte, N. C., will specialize in the 
field of Modern German Literature. 


Rourk is a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Eu- 
manean Literary Society and is winner of the 
Sigma Phi Epsilon Scholarship Award. 


Approximately nine hundred grants for graduate 
study abroad in the academic year 1958-59 are 
being awarded under the Interdenominational 
Educational Exchange program of the Department 
of State. As provided by the Fulbright Act, all 
students are selected by the Board of Foreign 
Scholarships, the members of which are appointed 
by the President of the United States. Students 
are recommended by the campus Fulbright commit- 
tees and by the Institute of International Education. 


ILLINOIS 


Coulterville — Long steps toward a possible 
union of two conservative church bodies were 
taken May 15th at Coulterville, Illinois, when the 
Committee on Fraternal Relations of the Bible 
Presbyterian Synod, Inc., met with a similar com- 
mittee of the General Synod of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church in North America, and form- 
ulated preliminary plans for such a Union in the 
form of a statement which was unanimously adopt- 
ed the following day by the Synod of the Re- 
— Presbyterian Church in session at Coulter- 
ville. 


Informed sources indicate that it is probable 
that the Synod of the Bible Presbyterian Church 
which meets next month in Florida will make 
similar ratification of preliminary steps. 


Dr. Robert G. Rayburn, president of Covenant 
College and Theological Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., 
addressed the Synod as official delegate from 
the Bible Presbyterian Church to the Reformed 
Presbyterian body. Presiding over the joint meet- 
ing of the Committees on Fraternal Relations 
were the Rev. R. W. Stewart (R.P.) and Dr. R. 
Laird Harris (B:P.), chairmen for their respective 
denominational committees. 


Moderator for the Reformed Presbyterian Synod 
was Dr. Charles F. Pfeiffer, Professor of Old 
Testament at the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 
The Rev. John Morton of Philadelphia was ap- 
pointed official Fraternal Delegate to next month’s 
B.P. Synod. Bible Presbyterians participating in 
the discussions were Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., 
Dean of the Graduate School of Covenant Semi- 
nary, the Rev. Thomas G. Cross, General Secretary 
of the National Missions Committee of the B. P. 
Church, the Rev. Jay Adams, Haddonfield, N. J., 
and Dr. Peter Stam, Jr. 


The history of the General Synod of the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church in North America 
goes back to 1774, stemming from a group then 
known as the Reformed Presbytery, which had a 
direct descent from the Reformation in Scotland. 
The Bible Presbyterian Church was organized in 
1938 and its name has recently been subject to 
some confusion since Dr. Carl McIntire of Col- 
lingswood, N. J., with a minority group, formed 
another body using the same name but identify- 
ing itself as the Collingswood Synod. 


The Bible Presbyterian Synod will meet this 
year, June 18-25, at the B. P. Church of Lakeland, 
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Florida, where the Rev. Linwood Gebb, anocth-r 
member of the Committee on Fraternal itc:ations, 
is host pastor. 


The statement approved by the R. P. Synod 
= now to be submitted to the B. P. Synod is as 
ollows: | 


“That our combined Committees on Fraternal 
Relations (of the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
in North America, General Synod, and the Bible 
Presbyterian Synod, Inc.) propose that our two 
Churches pursue steps toward union; 


“That the two Committees be continued, or 
re-constituted in a geographically convenient man- 
ner, to formulate in detail a Plan of Union which 
may be submitted to the Presbyteries and Con- 
gregations of our respective Communions, and 
which shall become effective if and when ratified 
by a three-fourths majority of the Presbyteries of 
each of our Churches, and by our two Assemblies, 
with satisfaction of the constitutional requirements 
for amendments in each of our two Communions; 


“That the suggested doctrinal basis of the 
Union be the Word of God as the only infallible 
rule of faith and life by which the Church is to 
be guided, and the historic Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith and Catechisms in an appropriate 
form; with all ministers and ruling elders required 
to subscribe to the inerrancy of the Scriptures and 
to the system of doctrine contained in the sub- 
ordinate standards; | 


“That the suggested name of the Union be The 
Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, 
General Synod; 


“And that the various organizations of our two 
Churches be continued until they may be united 
by mutually agreeable arrangements.” 


Meeting of Synod of Texas 


Fort Worth — The Synod of Texas, meet- 
ing here in its 103rd session, transacted several 
highly important items of business, including ap- 
proval of a record budget and of a plan for making 
Austin Theological Seminary a joint operation 
between the United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
and the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


It was a surprise resolution introduced by the 
Synod’s Committee on Christian Relations, how- 
ever, which produced the majority of debate and 
fireworks at the May 20-22 session. The reso- 
lution, which would have condemned the Texas 
Legislature for pro-segregation measures passed 
during its last session, was first tabled for a few 
hours, and then sent back to the committee for 
study. The committee report will not be taken 
up before 1959, when it will be presented to the 
Synod meeting in Presbyterian MO-Ranch Assembly 
near Hunt. 


The resolution was introduced by the Rev. R. W. 
Jablonowski, Jr., pastor of Fort Worth’s St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church. Mr. Jablonowski, as chair- 
man of the Committee on Christian Relations, read 
the resolution which attacked Texas House Bill 5 
as “hasty, thoughtless and ill-conceived.” The bill 
was passed to give county judges the power to 
require presentation of membership lists of organ1- 
zations within the state, and was aimed principally 
at the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People. 


Introduction of the resolution was unexpected, 
and after brief debate the matter was tabled until 
it could be put in mimeographed form. When 
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prought back to the floor, the resolution produced 
an hour and a half of debate before a substitute 
motion by Dr. Charles L. King, pastor of First 
Church, Houston, was passed. The substitute sends 
the resolution back to the committee for a year 
of study. Dr. King asserted that a year of study 
would result in a report which “will not defile us, 
but will unite us.” | 


In another action earlier, the Synod gave ap- 
proval to still another proposal originating last 
year with Mr. Jablonowski. At the 1957 spring 
meeting of the Synod he proposed that the Texas 
Synods of both Northern and Southern Presby- 
terian be federated. A study committee headed by 
the Rev. Harold Odum of San Angelo First Church 
recommended approval of the idea. The Synod 
voted approval in principle and set up an ad- 
interim committee to work out plans for presenta 
tion next year. | 


This action would federate the Texas Synods 
which have a total of 147,000 members. The 
Northern Synod has 237 churches, and 44,000 
members; the Southern Church has 300 churches 
and 103,000 members. An amendment from the 
floor asks that the inclusion of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church in Texas be explored. 


Joint operation of the Austin Seminary was 
given approval by the Seminary Board some weeks 
ago, and in passing the Synod cleared the first of 
several hurdles before it became a fact. If the 
plan is eventually approved, Austin Seminary will 
join Louisville Seminary, among the four Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., seminaries, as jointly operated 
by the Northern and Southern Churches. 


Hurdles include the necessity for approval by 
all other supporting synods in the Southern Church. 
The Synod of Louisiana has already approved; the 
Synod of Arkansas was expected to follow with 
approval within a week; and the Synod of Okla- 
homa’s approval is regarded as a certainty. The 
major hurdle, however, is that the proposal must 
be approved by the General Assembly of the 
Northern Church, now the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., following merger between 
a Presbyterian and U.S.A. Presbyterian 
ranches. 


The Austin Seminary property, valued at $5,- 
600,000, would become jointly owned if the 
Northern Church approves the plan and will under- 
take to contribute $3,000,000 to the capital funds 
and property during the next three years. 


The Synod meeting, held in the gleaming new 
First Presbyterian Church of Fort Worth, elected 
Brazos Presbytery’s executive secretary, Dr. Mal- 
colm Purcell of Houston its moderator, and nomi- 
nated Dr. Flynn V. Long, Sr., of Fort Worth, 
executive secretary of Central Texas Presbytery, 
as moderator for the 1959 Synod. 


The budget approved by the Synod for 1959 
represents an increase of 5 per cent over the 1958 
budget, and totals a record $1,376,040. This 
amount includes the Synod’s acceptance of the 
General Assembly’s benevolence budget, and sup- 
port for all Synod’s causes. : 


Strong objections voiced against the proposed 
resolution hitting at the State Legislature called 
the proposal “‘wholly a political document, some- 
thing 4 church from the very beginning has stood 
against.”’ 


Another opponent of the resolution said, “The 
harsh, strong statements put us in the position of 
moving into Austin (the State capital). ... The 
Church’s function is not to solve these problems 
by condemnation or demand but by creation of an 
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atmosphere of love and understanding in which 
they can be solved.”’ 


Texas Governor Price Daniel was one of the 
individuals named in the resolution, which called 
on him “to employ the same energy in its repeal 
that he gave to its passage,” in referring to the 
controversial bill. 


The resolution hit at what it called “flagrant 
violations of the rights of human beings” through 


the world in 1957. In Texas, it said, the most 


serious of these was “the state of legislation pro- 
posed and enacted with the purpose of seeking 
to subvert or to pervert the orderly execution of 
the decrees of the courts of law, attempting under 
the guise of legislation to deny a large segment 
of our citizenry rights of full a oa and pro- 
posing to deny to our citizens their basic right 
to freedom of association.” 


Texas Synod cannot allow such “punitive and un- 
democratic legislation to go unchallenged and un- 
hindered,” the resolution declared. ... “The Church 
of Jesus Christ must always stand for the full 


exercise of all human rights because we believe 


that man is created by Almighty God in His own 
image.”’ 

The action of the Synod in sending the reso- 
lution back to the committee for a year did not 
change the Synod’s stand concerning segregation: 
it has voiced its opposition to enforced segregation, 
and its willingness to support the law of the land. 


VIRGINIA 


Richmond—At the forty-fourth graduation ex- 
ercises of the General Assembly’s Training School 
thirty-six degrees in religious education were 
granted to five men and thirty-one women. Dr. 
Frank H. Caldwell, president of the Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentuck 

reached the baccalaureate sermon, and Mr. Hal- 
ert M. Jones, president of Waverly Mills in 
Laurinburg, N. C., gave the commencement ad- 
dress on Monday, May 19. 


Trustees of the Training School recently ap- 
proved the election to the faculty of the Reverend 
Bruce A. Cumming to teach courses in missions. 
Dr. Cumming, a native of Baltimore, studied at 
Union Theological Seminary and at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. He served as a missionary to 
Korea under the Board of World Missions from 
1927 until 1957 except for several years when 


he served pastorates in Florida while detained in 


the United States on account of war. He was 
professor in the Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
nary in Seoul, Korea until returning to the States 
a little over a year ago. Dr. Cumming will begin 
his work in September. 


At its annual meeting on May 17, the Alumni 
Association of the Training School presented a 
check for $500.00 to President Charles E. S. 
Kraemer to be used toward the purchase of shrub- 


_bery in initiating an over-all plan to landscape 


the entire campus. About seventy alumni were 
present for the lunch at which members of the 
graduating class were honor guests. 


Miss Myra Kight of Jacksonville, Florida, was 
awarded the $150.00 Paisley Scholarship provided 
by the Alumni Association in honor of former 
president Edward B. Paisley and his wife. This 
award is made each year to a rising senior selected 
by the faculty as one who possesses qualities of 
consecration and leadership and who gives promise 
of marked future usefulness in the field of full- 
time Christian work. 


Dedication of the Demonstration Kindergarten 
Building was a feature of the 1958 commence- 


PAGE 23 


as 
: 
ie 
nm 
ch 
ch 
nd 
ed 
of 
es, 
ts 
S; 
he 
dle 
to 
ite 
ed 
d 
ib- 

he 
a, 
vO 
ed 
al 
p- 
on 
V- 
d 
O- 
as 
2d 
Ww 
or 
on 
e 
ly 
T- 
id 
5 
ll 
& 
Ly 
t 
Us 
n 

L 


